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Introduction

Congratulations, Barrow, on a fantastic soapbox event in 2019 - you did it! 
You made 14,000 people very happy, many of whom travelled from further 
afield and who commented on the welcome they received and how the feel-
good community spirit was very alive and kicking. 

Now, with your help, we can make the 2021 
event even bigger and better. Thank you also to 
all the teams who not only entered the races in 
2019 but also the whole spirit of the day whilst 
raising some significant sums of money for 
charity. We are hoping and expecting to see most 
of you again in 2021. The continuing support 
of BAE Systems as our principal sponsor means 
we can maintain the entry costs from the 2019 
rates.  We hope there will be many more team 
entries this year, building on Barrow’s reputation 
as a centre of engineering excellence.

This community event is once again brought 
to you by Barrow BID in conjunction with The 
Super Soapbox Challenge Company Limited, a 
professional organiser of soapbox races in the UK.

In 2021 we aim to raise more money for local 
charities and enjoy a day packed with even more 
fun in Barrow town centre for all the teams, 
supporters and spectators. ‘Fun’ and ‘Themed’ 
Soapboxes are especially encouraged since they 
are the most interesting to watch!

The races will be held on Sunday, August 29th, 
2021 (the day before the bank holiday Monday so 
we can all recover!) from 10.00 am along Dalton 
Road, as you can see from this map.
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Who are Barrow BID?
The Barrow Business Improvement District (BID) was 
set up in September 2016 to promote and regenerate 
Barrow’s Town Centre following a vote of town centre 
businesses in the summer of 2016. The initiative is a five 
year scheme, funded by local town centre businesses 
who pay an additional levy based on the rateable value 
of their premises prior to September 2016. 

Barrow BID has five key objectives to deliver within 
the town, these being:

1. To market and promote Barrow

2.  To make access to Barrow town centre easier and 
more attractive for residents, visitors and workers 
throughout the day

3. To instil a sense of pride in Barrow Town Centre

4.  To establish Barrow town centre’s evening and night 
time economy as a welcoming, safe environment 
for people of all ages to enjoy food, drink and 
entertainment

5.  To build effective partnerships between the town’s 
businesses, organisations and local authorities

Town centre events can have an immediate positive 
effect on the town by attracting a high volume of people 
to attend, but more importantly they go some way to 
instilling pride and interest back into a town centre. 
Barrow BID are not looking to put on one-off prestige 
events that come at high investment, instead we want to 
attract high prestige events that can become sustainable 
and an annual celebration of Barrow-in-Furness. 

Find out more at: www.barrowbid.co.uk   

The Super Soapbox 
Challenge Company 
The Super Soapbox Challenge Company Limited is a 
professional organiser of soapbox racing events. We are 
proud to work with Barrow BID to bring you this fantastic 
experience. As well as the racing, we’ll have a funfair, lots 
of stalls, live music and plenty of food and drink offerings. 
With two huge screens on the route, you won’t miss any 
of the action and our video production unit and presenters 
will keep you up-to-the-minute with team interviews, the 
latest scores and much more.

Town centre events are a great way to 
promote a town to the local population and 
to people outside the local area who may 
not know what Barrow has to offer.
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Charities & Schools
The event is a great opportunity to increase awareness of 
your local charity or raise funds for your school or charitable 
organisation. Schools and charities can enter individually, 
however, we will also encourage local businesses to team up 
with schools and charities where possible and we would be 
happy to promote any schools or charities who are looking for 
a local company to partner with, simply send your details to: 
manager@barrowbid.co.uk  

Please let us know who you are raising money for when you 
complete your application form as this will help us to partner 
up companies who do not have a school or charity partner 
already. You may also be required to show proof of your 
fundraising efforts prior to the race.

Schools, please be aware that all participants on the track 
must be aged 16 or over and the driver must be 21 or over for 
insurance purposes.

A great day out for  
all the family
Come along and cheer on your favourite team! You won’t 
miss a thing as there’ll be continual commentary with all 
the action visible on large format screens. As well as the 
excitement on the course itself, there’ll be a funfair, live 
music and lots of food and drink concessions to choose from. 
Don’t forget, for spectators, this is a FREE community event 
so you really have no excuse not to be there!

Prize Categories
We award prizes to the competitors in recognition of their 
dedication to the day. 

Categories are:

1. Overall winner

2. Second place

3. Third place

4. Overall most innovative cart design 

5. Best turned-out Soapbox crew

6. Main sponsor’s choice award

7. Joker of the day

Can you see yourself hurtling down a huge ramp with only 
a soapbox, your team-mates and gravity to help you? We’re 
looking for adventurous teams of five people to enter The 
Barrow BID Super Soapbox Challenge, build their cart and 
have a fantastic day’s racing with two runs down the course 
and then the chance to enter the final. Full details are in the 
Rules and Regulations section opposite. So, come on Barrow, 
LET’S SOAPBOX!

www.supersoapboxchallenge.co.uk/barrow
ENTER YOUR TEAM INTO THIS FABULOUS EVENT AT

ENTER NOW

SAVE THE DATE.  SUNDAY, AUG 29TH, 2021
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Rules and Regulations
These Rules and Regulations apply to all entries. They have been created for your 
safety and the safety of others around you, based on best practice, common sense and 
professional experience. They enable us to run the event effectively for the maximum 
benefit of all – please ensure you read them carefully and comply with the details. They 
will be enforced! Thank you.

The course is approximately 350 metres long. The event runs as a ‘Knockout’ competition 
over a series of heats with two runs per team competing. After that the top ten fastest 
Soapboxes will go into a final. Soapboxes will set off at intervals, electronically timed. The 
track includes obstacles including a start ramp. Safety barriers and hay bales will be in 
place all along the racecourse to ensure everyone’s safety. 

SUNDAY AUGUST 29 2021

1. General Conditions
1.1 Five persons per team are required, all of whom 
must be 16 years old or over with one team member 
(the driver of the soapbox) being 21 years old or over.
1.2 Applications can be made using the entry form  
and online payment facility found at  
https://buytickets.at/thesupersoapboxchallenge/495136 
website. You are advised to submit your application as 
soon as possible to avoid disappointment.
1.3 Once application capacity is reached the entry form 
will be removed from the website.  
1.4 The maximum number of team entries is 50.
1.5 The fees for entry are as follows:
The entrants’ fee is £200 per team inclusive of VAT. 
If you are entering a team through a business, we 
can provide a VAT invoice for £166.67 plus VAT to VAT 
registered businesses on request. If you are a group of 
5 individuals or represent an Emergency Service, a BID 
levy payer or a charity, the entry fee is £100 inclusive 
of VAT.
1.6 It is hoped that each team will raise as much for 
charity as possible. An online giving account must be 
created by each team irrespective of the charity they 
are raising money for.
1.7 Brightly coloured and themed Soapboxes are 
actively encouraged.
1.8 Every team must accept these Rules and 
Regulations in full.
1.9 Teams may be asked to provide pictures of their 
Soapboxes in advance for the scrutineer’s consideration 
and for publicity purposes.
1.10 Teams must make themselves available to attend 
a Soapbox Scrutineering event, where their carts will 
be checked for adherence to these rules and road-
worthiness.
1.11 At the Scrutineering Event the teams will be 
presented with their numbers – these need to be 
displayed prominently on the soapbox.
1.12 In addition, your team will be provided with a copy 
of the disclaimer that you will be required to sign on the 
race day. It is imperative that you read this prior to the 
race day.
1.13 Team members will be issued with a wristband 
on signing the disclaimer. Only people with wristbands 
will be allowed access to the pit lane. Entrants will be 
allowed up to 5 extra wristbands for friends and family.
1.14 Your team will also be provided with details of the 
day itself, with guidance on what time to arrive, access, 
what you need to bring etc.
1.15 On the race day we would advise you to bring a 
simple gazebo tent measuring approximately 2.7mx 
2.7m for use in your designated pit area. They are 
available for online purchase from around £20. 
1.16 At the Scrutineering Event you will also be asked to 
provide the following:
- confirmation of the charity you will be raising money 
for along with evidence of your fundraising;
- confirmation of your final team members;
- the music you wish to be played prior to your run (if 
required).
1.17 Any contravention of the Rules and Regulations 
may lead to disqualification or penalties.
1.18 The Organisers reserve the right to refuse 
participation to any team at their discretion which will 
be final.
1.19 Registration will commence at 07.30 am on the day 
of the event, followed by an inspection of the Soapboxes 
by the Scrutineer. You will be allowed vehicular access 
to drop off your cart and other items via School Street.
1.20 Soapboxes and drivers may also be scrutineered in the 
pits, and prior to each run and at any other time, before 
being allowed to participate. If your Soapbox does not 

comply with the safety requirements or specifications at 
any time of the day you will be disqualified.
1.21 The start of the race will be from the top of 
the ramp at the corner of Dalton Road and Portland 
Walk. To provide momentum a maximum of two team 
members can act as pushers at the top of the ramp. 
The Soapbox can then be met by two further pushers 
further down the course, who are allowed to push the 
cart as far as the specified point.
1.22 After crossing the finishing line drivers will need 
to enter the run off area and apply their brakes and 
quickly depart from the track under the Marshals’ 
instructions. All the team members will be expected to 
meet their driver(s) at the finishing line to assist with 
returning their Soapbox to the pits. Marshals will direct 
you to the route for cart recovery back to the pits which 
will be located beyond the start ramp on Dalton Road.
1.23 The organisers reserve the right to disqualify any 
or all participants that demonstrate inappropriate and 
or unsafe conduct.
1.24 This is a public event and all participants agree for 
their photographs to be taken and used in the media.

2. Technical, Design and Structural Regulations
2.1 Maximum length 250cm measured from front to 
rear of the Soapbox.
2.2 Maximum width 160cm measured from outside to 
outside.
2.3 The maximum weight of the soapbox is 100kg (cart 
only, not including driver). Soapboxes will be weighed 
at both the scrutineering event and prior to each race. 
Any soapboxes weighing more than 100kg will not be 
allowed to participate in the race. Please note that this 
is a safety requirement.
2.4 No protuberances outside these dimensions will be 
allowed.
2.5 There must be three or four wheels, fitted with 
pneumatic tyres; all wheels should be in road contact 
during normal running. Ground clearance should be 
sufficient to clear the top and bottom of the starting 
grid – 10cm minimum is recommended.
2.6 Good brakes mechanisms are essential (Disc Brakes 
are recommended) and will be checked. Braking must 
operate on at least two wheels on the same axle and 
be effective to hold stationary on the starting ramp. 
Friction brakes are allowed as long as they are in 
contact with tyres but CANNOT be acting with the road 
surface in any way.
2.7 Seats must be securely bolted to the Soapbox.
2.8 Soapboxes must be designed to carry one or two 
persons only, in a feet first direction.
2.9 Any steering column, brake lever or other protrusion 
must be designed and fitted such that the risk of 
puncture injuries is minimised. A padded steering wheel 
is recommended.
2.10 Bodywork and controls must not impede the 
drivers in exiting the vehicle unaided.
2.11 Any doors or hatches required for driver access 
must be readily operated from both inside and outside 
the vehicle without the use of tools.
2.12 Soapboxes must work using propulsion only – i.e. no 
motors, no pedals and no stored potential energy.
2.13 No loose weights will be allowed inside or outside 
the Soapbox.
2.14 Seatbelts are not mandatory, but are strongly 
recommended.
2.15 Steering must not have excessive free play or any 
characteristic tending to promote instability.

 

3. Safety Regulations
3.1 The purpose of the event is to have fun, but the 
safety of the team, supporters and spectators is 
paramount throughout the day, and accordingly, the 
organisers reserve the right to amend these rules or 
go above and beyond their guidance. Please note that 
competitors are not covered by the organiser’s event 
insurance. Every effort has been made to make the 
competition safe but it should be recognised that the 
competition is physically challenging for participants. 
Competitors are encouraged to seek their own event 
insurance. https://sportscoverdirect.com provides 
such insurance and lists ’Soap box racing’ as an 
organised activity with closed roads they will cover at 
a cost of around £10 per person per day. However, the 
organisers of this event have no affiliation with this 
web site or company and take no responsibility in any 
dealings that competitors may have with this company 
or any other similar company. 
3.2 All members of the team, by submitting an entry 
form, are deemed to agree with these Rules and 
Regulations.
3.3 All Soapboxes must be constructed with pedestrian-
friendly sympathies. Sharp edges will not be permitted 
nor any protuberance, extension or accessories e.g. 
lights, speakers or screens must be integral to the 
bodywork and affixed in a permanent manner.
3.4 No glass or other materials that would shatter or 
cause injuries to drivers and spectators in the event 
of a crash should be used in the construction of the 
Soapbox.
3.5 Only two of the five team members can be drivers. 
The names of the drivers need to be declared on 
completion of the disclaimer prior to the race.
3.6 All drivers must wear a cycle helmet and goggles or 
safety glasses as a minimum requirement. However, an 
approved crash helmet to BS 6658 (motor cycle helmet) 
or higher is strongly recommended, and appropriate 
gloves. Clothing must be capable of withstanding a 
spill on tarmac or concrete therefore long sleeves and 
long trousers are compulsory and knee and elbow pads 
are optional but recommended. No bare limbs will be 
allowed.
3.7 Registration takes place from 0730 am on the day 
of the race. All team members must present themselves 
when registering and registration must be complete by 
0845 am. All team members will be required to sign a 
disclaimer and will be presented with a wristband. Only 
people with wristbands will be allowed on the course 
and in the pit lane.
3.8 All drivers must attend the Drivers’ Briefing at 0900 
am at the registration point.
3.9 All drivers must thereafter walk the course with the 
race steward and satisfy themselves that they and their 
carts are suitable for the course.
3.10 The scrutineer’s decision is final. Scrutineers will 
have full access to the Soapbox and component parts as 
required to carry out their duties throughout the day.
3.11 Teams are responsible for the on-going 
assessments on their Soapbox during the event and are 
obliged to report any change in risk to the scrutineers.
3.12 No expressed or implied warranty of safety shall 
result from the publication of or compliance with these 
rules and/or regulations. This publication is in no way a 
guarantee against injury to team members, supporters 
or spectators.

https://buytickets.at/thesupersoapboxchallenge/495136
https://sportscoverdirect.com
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Tel: 07955 816000
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The Super Soapbox Challenge Company Limited
Andrew Pearson 
Events Marketing Director
Super Soapbox Challenge Limited
Email: andrew@supersoapboxchallenge.co.uk
Tel: 07885 944478

Stuart Gladstone 
Events Management Director
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